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overcrowded, but the county court could handle the case. If
all parties concerned were amenable to it they would simply
switch and use the other judge a nd the o t he r c o u r t and by
that means the citizens of t he pa r t i c u l a r c o mmunit y w i l l b e
able to get faster service. So aga in , we ' r e on the
amendment to the committee amendment and that amendment to
the committee amendment essentially creates the compromise
insisted upon by the Bar Association and mary of the judges
that there be a commission instead of the authority being
the Supreme Court. With that I'd ask the adoption of the

PRESIDENT: Sena t o r L a mb, d o yo u w i s h t o spea k o n thi s
mattery I also have Senator Rod Johnson to speak.

SENATOR LAMB: Yes, Mr. President, I guess I h ave ser i o u s
reservations about this bill in total and v arious pa r t s o f
the Beutler amendment. First of all, you' ll note that the
arrangement of the overall judicial districts in t he s t a t e
will be...there will be o n l y t h r e e, t h er e wil l b e onl y
three. On e of them w il l b e Doug l a s Cou n t y . Another
d is t r i c t wi l l be Lancaste r Cou n t y and then the third
district is the whole rest of the state. I guess I don' t
understand that. I don't u n d e r s t and why we' re having most
of the attention focused on the outstate part of the overall
problem if there is a problem. Now I' ve h ad a l ot o f
letters from lawyers who are r eal l y s k e p t i c a l ab o u t t he p l an
because while it says in there that this commission would
take into account sparsity of population and distance
traveled, there is no criteria there that really sets up how
t he dec i s i on s w i l l be m a de . Also I would like to draw your
attention to the fact that we will be, the Legislature, will
b e gi v i n g up i t s aut h or i t y i n regard to setting judicial
districts. We w ill be giving it to this new commission
which is established a nd whic h wi l l be domi na t e d b y the
Supreme Court and a few other judges on t hat , a n d l aw y e r s .
Now i n t he Con s t i t u t i on , Ar t i c l e V , Section 1 1 , sa ys t h e
Legislature may cnange the number of j udgesof district
courts and alter the boundaries of judicial districts. It
says the Legislature is charged with that duty. No w it' s
not clear to me that this is a constitutional proposal that
we have be fo re u s si n c e w e are now giving that authority to
this new commission. Perhaps Senator Beutler will be able
to explain that, but it looks to me as if the Legislature
under the Constitution is charged with this duty and under
this amendment we would be giving that a way or au t h o r i z i n g

amendment to the committee amendments.
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